
Prelims 10 Years’ Analysis

POLITY PART 1 





Nature of Questions over the years…..  

• Trends have varied
▫ Basic Polity to Governance & Public Administration
▫ Governance to Traditional concepts 

• Difficulty Level  - Easy to Moderate  

• Basic, easy to eliminate and factual  

• Application of Fundamentals



SOURCES



WHY?

• Democracy  in the Contemporary World

• What is Democracy? Why Democracy?

• Constitutional Design- Why? Making of the 
• Constitution; Values  of the Constitution

• Electoral Politics- Why ?; Our system of 
• Elections; etc.

• Working of the Institutions- Executive, 
• Legislature, Judiciary.

• Democratic Rights



CLASS XI NCERT

Very basic book yet important to read to 
clear the fundamentals in simple language. 
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Additional Sources

Subject, Topic & Expert
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Websites
• PIB - Press Information Bureau 
• Legalservicesindia.com 
• Current Affairs magazine 
• Newspapers, etc

Subject, Topic & Expert

http://pib.nic.in/index.aspx
http://pib.nic.in/index.aspx
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Governance
• For Constitutional and Non-Constitutional Bodies – Laxmikanth 

Polity/Governance

• Ministries Official Websites – SPECIAL FOCUS on FAQs, schemes 
and initiatives

• For Fringe areas – cabinet secretariat; civil services, ARC 2 ,etc.

Subject, Topic & Expert



Salient Features of The Constitution
• 3 questions - Factual and Conceptual
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Consider the following statements: (2018)  
1. The Parliament of India can place a particular law in the Ninth 
Schedule of the Constitution of India.  
2. The validity of a law placed in the Ninth Schedule cannot be 
examined by any court and no judgement can be made on it.  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2







• The Ninth Schedule was added to the Constitution by the first amendment 
in 1951 along with Article 31-B with a view to provide a “protective 
umbrella” to land reforms laws to save them from being challenged in 
courts on the ground of violation of fundamental rights. The SC upheld the 
validity of Article 31-B and Parliament’s power to place a particular law in 
the Ninth Schedule. 

• The Supreme Court has said that laws placed in the Ninth Schedule 
are open to judicial scrutiny and that such laws do not enjoy a blanket 
protection. Laws placed in the Ninth Schedule after the Keshvananda 
Bharti Judgment on April 24, 1973, when it propounded the “basic 
structure” doctrine, were open to challenge. 



Q. The Ninth Schedule was introduced in the Constitution of India 
during the prime ministership of (2019) 
(a) Jawaharlal Nehru  
(b) Lal Bahadur Shastri  
(c) Indira Gandhi 
(d) Morarji Desai



SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT & 
EMERGENCY PROVISIONS

•  11 Questions  

•  Mostly conceptual and tests basic understanding  

















Important Features of Constitutionalism

• Entrenchment - norms imposing limits upon government power must be in 
some way be entrenched, either by law or by way of constitutional 
convention.

• Writtenness



Elements of Constitutionalism

1) government according to the constitution
(2) separation of power; 
(3) sovereignty of the people and democratic government; 
(4) constitutional review; 
(5) independent judiciary; 
(6) limited government subject to a bill of individual rights; 
(7) controlling the police; 
(8) civilian control of the military; and 
(9) no state power, or very limited and strictly circumscribed state power, 
to suspend the operation of some parts of, or the entire, constitution.



Case Laws where principle of ‘Constitutionalism’ is legally recognized by Supreme 
Court

In I.R. Coelho By LRs. vs. State of Tamil Nadu and Ors. view taken by the Supreme Court - The 
principle of constitutionalism is now a legal principle which requires control over the exercise of 
Governmental power to ensure that it does not destroy the democratic principles upon which it is 
based. These democratic principles include the protection of fundamental rights. The principle of 
constitutionalism advocates a check and balance model of the separation of powers, it requires a 
diffusion of powers, necessitating different independent centers of decision making. The protection 
of fundamental constitutional rights through the common law is main feature of common law 
constitutionalism.

In Rameshwar Prasad and Ors. Vs. Union of India (UOI) and Anr. “The constitutionalism or 
constitutional system of Government abhors absolutism - it is premised on the Rule of Law in which 
subjective satisfaction is substituted by objectivity provided by the provisions of the Constitution 
itself.” Constitutionalism is about limits and aspirations. 



In Minerva Mills Case  – “The Constitution is a precious heritage 
and, therefore, you cannot destroy its identity'”

On one hand, our judiciary elicit such intellectual responses that 
“Faith in the judiciary is of prime importance. Ours is a free nation. 
Among such people respect for law and belief in its constitutional 
interpretation by courts require an extraordinary degree of 
tolerance and cooperation for the value of democracy and survival 
of constitutionalism” said in Indra Sawhney and Ors. vs.Union of 
India (UOI) and Ors.





Q. In the context of any country, which one of the following would be 
considered as part of its social capital? (2019) 
(a) The proportion of literates in the population  
(b) The stock of its buildings, other infrastructure and machines 
(c) The size of population in the working age group  
(d) The level of mutual trust and harmony in the society



• Social capital is a sociological concept that refers to the intangible relational assets that 
emerge from social interactions. These assets are generated through give and take and 
activate the “norm of reciprocity,” creating social obligations that connect and bind 
people and groups. The more social capital is used, the greater the benefits.  

• The concept of social capital is composed of three distinct but interrelated structural, 
emotional and behavioral components. They are, respectively, networks, trust  and 
collaborative cultural norms. 
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Q10. If the President of India exercises his power as provided under 
Article 356 of the Constitution of a particular State, then (2018) 
(a) the Assembly of the State is automatically dissolved.  

(b) the powers of the Legislature of that State shall be exercisable 
by or under the authority of the Parliament.  

(c) Article 19 is suspended in that State. 

(d) the President can make laws relating to that State. 



The President acquires the following extraordinary powers when the President’s Rule is 
imposed in a state: 
1. He can take up the functions of the state government and powers vested in the 
governor or any other executive authority in the state. 
2. He can declare that the powers of the state legislature are to be exercised by the 
Parliament.  
3. He can take all other necessary steps including the suspension of the constitutional 
provisions relating to any body or authority in the state. 
The state governor, on behalf of the President, carries on the state administration with 
the help of the chief secretary of the state or the advisors appointed by the President. 
Further, the President either suspends or dissolves the state legislative assembly. 
The Parliament passes the state legislative bills and the state budget.  







• 3 Questions - factual AND conceptual













Q1. Which one of the following reflects the most 
appropriate relationship between law and liberty? 
(2018)
(a) If there are more laws, there is less liberty.  
(b) If there are no laws, there is no liberty.  
(c) If there is liberty, laws have to be made by the 
people.  
(d) If laws are changed too often, liberty is in danger 



• Liberty FROM the Law 

• Liberty BY the Law



• There is debate between ‘Liberty from the law’ that implies 
that a feature inherent to law is that it constrains liberty. ‘

• Liberty by the law’ implies instead that liberty is secured 
through law; a feature inherent to law is that it protects, or at 
least is capable of protecting liberty as long as it satisfies 
certain conditions.



• True liberty only comes as a result of established law, and the only established law 
that exists is the law established by the one and only Law-giver.  But in reality, it is 
the law that guarantees freedom and liberty to individuals.

• The Indian Constitution provides to its citizen Liberty through Article 21, and a 
varied types of freedoms including speech and expression, movement, assembly, 
profession etc. via Article 19. The constitution of the United States of America in a 
series of Amendments provided to its citizens freedom of press, speech, 
association, assemble etc.

• Thus in most constitutional democracies and monarchies, freedoms and 
liberties are guaranteed in the constitution. The judiciary is the watchdog of these 
constitutions and applies the law to protect and liberty of the people. This liberty is a 
combination of positive and negative liberty; it not only lets the individual develop and 
fulfil their potential but also protects them from the interference of external agents.



2



• Berubari Union Case(1960) - Preamble is a key to the minds of the makers of 
the Indian Constitution as it shows the general purposes behind the several 
provisions of the Constitution. However, PREAMBLE IS NOT A PART OF THE 
Constitution. 

• Keshvananda Bharti Case (1973): PREAMBLE IS A PART OF THE CONSTITUTION. It 
can be AMENDED. 

• LIC of India Case (1995): PREAMBLE IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE 
CONSTITUTION 

• Preamble was enacted after the rest of the Constitution was enacted to show 
the conformity with the Constitution as adopted by the Constituent Assembly. 

• The Preamble has been amended only once so far, in 1976, by the 42nd 
Constitutional Amendment Act, which has added three new words—Socialist, 
Secular and Integrity—to the Preamble.  





Q3. Which one of the following objectives is 
not embodied in the Preamble to the 
Constitution of India?(2017) 
(a) Liberty of thought 
(b) Economic liberty  
(c) Liberty of expression
 (d) Liberty of belief 
•



OQ. In the context of polity, which one of the following would you accept 
as the most appropriate definition of liberty? (2019) 
(a) Protection against the tyranny of political rulers 
(b) Absence of restraint 
(c) Opportunity to do whatever one likes 
(d) Opportunity to develop oneself fully





























































FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 
•  10 questions have been asked - Mostly conceptual 

and current 













Q1. Which of the following are regarded as the main features of the 
"Rule of Law"? (2018)
1. Limitation of Powers  
2. Equality before law  
3. People's responsibility to the Government  
4. Liberty and civil rights 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 3 only  
(b) 2 and 4 only  
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 



Equality Before Law
(British)

Equal Protection of Laws 
(American)           

Absence of any special privileges in 
favour of any person

Equality of treatment under equal 
circumstances

Equal subjection of all persons to 
ordinary law of land by ordinary law 
courts

Similar application of same laws to 
all persons who are similarly 
situated.

No person above the law. Like should be treated alike without 
any discrimination





  2
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• In 1993, the Central Government notified five communities, viz., Muslims, Christians, 
Sikhs, Buddhists, and Zoroastrians (Parsis) as religious minorities at the national level.  

• In January 2014, the Jain community was added to this list.
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Q8. Right to Privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of Right to 
Life and Personal Liberty. 
Which of the following in the Constitution of India correctly and 
appropriately imply the above statement?(2018) 
(a) Article 14 and the provisions under the 42nd Amendment to 
the Constitution 
(b) Article 17 and the Directive Principles of State Policy in Part IV 
(c) Article 21 and the freedoms guaranteed in Part III 
(d) Article 24 and the provisions under the 44th Amendment to the 
Constitution
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Q8. Which Article of the Constitution of safeguards one’s right to 
marry the person of one’s choice?(2019) 
(a) Article 19 
(b) Article 21  
(c) Article 25  
(d) Article 29



• The right to marry a person of one’s choice is 
integral to Article 21 (right to life and liberty) of the 
Constitution”, the Supreme Court and set aside a 
2017 order of the Kerala High Court which 
annulled the marriage of Kerala Muslim convert 
girl Hadiya and Shefin Jahan.



Amendments 
•Important amendments need to be focused like 42nd , 
44th , 91st, 92nd, etc.  

•Questions either directly on the changes done by the 
amendments or conceptual.

• 2 questions so far  



Q1. Consider the following statements: (2013)
1. An amendment to the Constitution of India can be initiated by an 
introduction of a bill in the Lok Sabha only. 
2. If such an amendment seeks to make changes in the federal character of 
the Constitution, the amendment also requires to be ratified by the 
legislature of all the States of India. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 







Cases where the effective majority is used:
1. Removal of Vice-president in RS – Article 67(b).
2. Removal of Speaker and Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha and State Legislative 

Assembly.

https://www.clearias.com/vice-president-of-india/
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• The Parliament passed the Thirty-ninth amendment to the 
Constitution which removed the authority of the Supreme Court 
to adjudicate petitions regarding elections of the President, Vice 
President, Prime Minister and Speaker of the Lok Sabha. Instead, 
a body constituted by Parliament would be vested with the power 
to resolve such election disputes. Amendments were also made to 
the Representation of Peoples Acts of 1951 and 1974 and placed 
in the Ninth Schedule along with the Election Laws Amendment 
Act, 1975 in order to save the Prime Minister from embarassment 
if the apex court delivered an unfavourable verdict. 



• The National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) was a body tasked 
with appointing judges to the higher judiciary in India.

• Article 124 of the Constitution was amended through the 99th Amendment to 
reflect the change in the system of appointments from the collegium system, 
in which a body of judges would be consulted by the President to appoint the 
judges, with the judiciary’s opinion being final. 

• Petitions were filed before the Supreme Court to strike down the 99th 
Amendment as being unconstitutional. The Court reasoned that the 99th 
Amendment was unconstitutional. In arriving at this conclusion, the 
Court evaluated the theory of separation of powers and held that the 
interference of the executive in the appointment of judges to the higher 
judiciary was a violation of the theory.
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2019 PRELIMS



• Article 142 states that the Supreme Court in the exercise of its jurisdiction may pass such decree or make such order as is necessary 
for doing complete justice in any cause or matter pending before it. 

• Any decree so passed or orders so made shall be enforceable throughout the territory of India in such manner as may be prescribed 
by Parliament. 

• Until a provision in that behalf is made, then it would be enforced in such a manner as the President may by order prescribe.

• One of the important instances of application by the Supreme Court of Article 142 was in the Union Carbide case — relating to the 
victims of the Bhopal gas tragedy. In this judgment, the Supreme Court, while awarding compensation of $470 million to the victims, 
went to the extent of saying that to do complete justice, it could even override the laws made by Parliament by holding that, 
“prohibitions or limitations or provisions contained in ordinary laws cannot, ipso facto, act as prohibitions or limitations on 
the constitutional powers under Article 142.” By this statement the Supreme Court of India placed itself above the laws made by 
Parliament or the legislatures of the States. Hence the Supreme Court of India is not constrained in the exercise of its powers by 
laws made by the Parliament.  

• Some important cases where Supreme Court invoked article 142 are: 

1. Appointment of Lokayukta in Uttar Pradesh.  
2. Setting up R.M. Lodha Committee to oversee the functioning of the Medical Council of India (MCI). 

3. Transfer the trial of accused in Babri Masjid demolition case.  
4. Ban on sale of alcohol within 500 meters of state and national highways. 

5. Witness Protection Scheme, 2018 



2019 PRELIMS



• A judge may be removed from office through a motion adopted by 
Parliament on grounds of ‘proven misbehaviour or incapacity’. While the 
Constitution does not use the word ‘impeachment’, it is colloquially used to 
refer to the proceedings under Article 124 (for the removal of a Supreme 
Court judge) and Article 218 (for the removal of a High Court judge).  

• The Judges Enquiry Act (1968) regulates the procedure relating to the 
removal of a judge of the Supreme Court by the process of impeachment.  

• Impeachment procedure:  
• A removal motion signed by 100 members (in the case of Lok Sabha) or 50 

members (in the case of Rajya Sabha) is to be given to the Speaker/Chairman.  
• The Speaker/Chairman may admit the motion or refuse to admit it.  
• If it is admitted, then the Speaker/Chairman is to constitute a three-member 

committee to investigate into the charges.  
• The committee should consist of (a) the chief justice or a judge of the Supreme 

Court, (b) a chief justice of a high court, and (c) a distinguished jurist 
• If the committee finds the judge to be guilty of misbehaviour or suffering from an 

incapacity, the House can take up the consideration of the motion.  
•  After the motion is passed by each House of Parliament by a special majority, an 

address is presented to the president for removal of the judge.  
• Finally, the president passes an order removing the judge.







Q1. Consider the following statements: (2017)
1. The Election Commission of India is a five-member body. 
2. Union Ministry of Home Affairs decides the election schedule for the 
conduct of both general elections and bye-elections. 
3. Election Commission resolves the disputes relating to splits/mergers of 
recognized political parties. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 















Q.2 Which of the following bodies does not/do not find mention in the 
Constitution?(2013)  
1. National Development Council

2. Planning Commission 

3. Zonal Councils

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 





2013













NITI AAYOG









2013









2012







Q6. With reference to the Finance Commission of India, which of the 
following statements is correct? (2011) 
(a) It encourages the inflow of foreign capital for infrastructure 
development  
(b) It facilitates the proper distribution of finances among the Public 
Sector Undertakings  
(c) It ensures transparency in financial administration  
(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is correct in 
this context  









THANKS !


